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To thE $enatE Judiciory Committeel

I arn sn old lady now, ond hesitont to trovel our snowy pos$es in this weother,
or I would be there befoneyou fonorow to tellyou of lessons learned long
ago in ny life.

My grandmother wos s feisty proponent of justice and civil rights, workirg
around the globe to better conditions for wornen and children. She taught
tnE that as s societY,weore Fesponsible for how we treat ench rnember of
our cohtnunity, She exploined thot we vtere in the proces$ of becoming a
better people, who no fonger stonE criminals, nop r.lltEage in public hongings,
ond thof eventuofly, we will recognize thot justice is not sewedby the death
penolty.

she filled my head with q nunber of *good" 
r€oson$ for her posifion, and r,n

sure thot you will heor some of those enumerqted durirg your deliberotionsl
Economicqlly we spend more to execute thsn to incorcerst e tar lifa; The
punishment is mensured out disproportionclly to the poor, morginalized ond
people of minority ethnicity; There willalways be thE possibility of executing
sn innocent, ss indEed recent DNA tesfs havc ghown to hqve happened, and
more dota is becomirq qvailoble ofl thE time that shows that, rother thqn
octing os o deterrent, the possibilify of the deqth pEnalty sornetimes octs Es
qn incentivE for criminols to kill witnesses. Our spiritual teochers generolly
q?e fhot we must move towards elirninotiry the deafh penolty. All of
these ore good arguments for us to act to replace the deoth penolty with
fife irnprisonment without possibility of parole.

r have snother, more personal reoson to oppofe thE dEqth penalty. Forfy-
nine years ago my bEloved grondmother was murdered in thE hotne we
shared. Had we evEr known who killed her, fhe circumstsnces of hEr dmth
would hove colled for qltimqte punishrnEnt. For forty-nine yeors r have

@ooztoot



02/07/20LL 15:44 FAX @ oos,/oog

PAGE ruREE OF TI{REE

Februory 7, ?Otl
85 Chicory Rood

Livingston, liontona 59A47

strugrgled with qnd learned from this horrible qcf , qnd fhis r know for
certqin: There is nothirg thqt con begin to compensste for my foss, were
one or a dozen people put fo deqth in retqliqtion, neither reverEe, hor
punishment of cny sofi would adequctely bqlcnce the scales of justice. We
connot right the heinous wrong of murdEr by faking onother life in the
mistqken belief thot this would be just poymenf for the crime. Thqt is
plocing way too little q vqlue on thE life of my wonderful snd farsighted
grondmofher.

r con best honor her melnory by pleading with you fo consider movirE the
stqte of ilontqna forward into the future by enocting Senote Bill 18E qnd
replocing the death penclty with life imprisonment without possibility of
porole.

Respectfully,
iAorgorita [AcLorty
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